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“What is the wisdom of a woman’s place in an academy established for men?” 

The ‘Ciúnas’ project unfolded between 
January 2016 and March 2017. It was an 
Arts Participation project looking at the 
place of women in the academy. In 2015, 
aware of gender inequalities being 
highlighted at NUI Galway, the university’s 
Arts Office commissioned me to create a 
project to bring the intelligence of the body 
to the conversation of women’s roles in a 
university. 	

The title was informed by putting finger on lips. This is a gesture is made by children 
in school - silencing and containing and it can be experienced in many ways. The 
project involved contemplative dance workshops that were open to staff, students 
and the general community and an investigation of the buildings and the landscape 
of the university. These workshops explored the themes of power, place and 
presence.  

Ciúnas investigated the public and private through the theme of mother. We held 
dance labs exploring our first relationship to place, when we created ourselves in 
relationship in the hidden tissue and made a home in the womb of a woman. During 
the dance labs, we used sheets as umbilical cords, explored the trees, moved by the 
river and through the realm of landscape, creation, destruction and relationship.  

The staff and students were invited to 
contribute to the project by donating 
poems wrapped in a ribbon. Emerging 
themes from these poems were of 
motherhood, current concerns of a 
shameful cultural heritage e.g. the history 
of Magdalene Laundries, celebrations of 
love, loss and shifting roles for shared 
childcare. We had a special event for 
Mother’s Day acknowledging motherhood as an institution and lived complexities of 
the actual experience.    

The project continued and was developed into several short videos made in various 
buildings and spaces inside and outside the university. At this point in the work, the 
emerging themes were about creating a different set of subliminal messages about 
women’s bodies and engagement with landscape. These were to challenge popular 
stereotypes and to generate a series of curiosities and questions about the place. 

The artistic collaborators in the project included Elodie Rein (dancer), Doireann 
Carney (dancer), Maeve Gallagher (dancer), Saoirse MacNicholas (dancer), Maria 
Gibbons (videographer) and Kevin MacNicholas (photographer/videographer). The 



production team included Fionnuala Gallagher (arts officer), Marina Wilde (publicity) 
and Deirdre Lydon (administration).  

The ‘Ciúnas’ videos were first presented at the opening of the Alice Perry 
Engineering Building in NUI Galway. They were screened all over the university 
during International Woman’s Day March 7th and 8th 2017. They have been shown in 
lecture format, in Cyprus and also part of Herstory Salon. Other screenings outside 
the university have included Galway City Museum on International Dance Day.   

 

 

 

 

 

The plan for the work is for it to be developed into an interactive exhibition in which 
people can move through screens and sheets and engage with simple gestures with 
profound meaning.  

  

Ciúnas: Place Presence and Power  

https://vimeo.com/216507602/e41c7f804cC 

Ciúnas: Contemplate 

https://vimeo.com/208701616 

Password: contemplate 

Ciúnas: Centreground 

https://vimeo.com/209749255 

Password: centreground 

Cyprus 2017 videos  

Home - https://youtu.be/gbxPBpQk22M 

Landprints - https://youtu.be/3VmdG6ZFSyk 

‘Ciúnas’ influenced 'Home', the title of a video collaboration with Yiannis Avraamides 
(Cyprus) and Nefeli Tsiouti (Cyprus) developed at the Eco Art Incubator Cyprus: Sites 
Embodied workshop. I developed an arts participation event for the local community 
to engage with a deserted building, the former home of poet Tefkros Anthias. 

 


